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We will be singing carols in the 
Cameron Toll Shopping Centre on 
Saturday 10th December at 12 
noon—probably upstairs in the 
centre mall overlooking the 
happy shoppers!   (If we’re not 
there, go searching!)    
 

The following week, on Saturday, 
17th December, we will be singing 
carols at Morrisons, Gilmerton 
Road,  usually just inside the main 
door, again at 12 noon.   
 

We sing for an hour, and hand out 
details of our Christmas services.  
 

OR AT LIBERTON HOSPITAL! 

There will be a Carol Service on 
Sunday 18th December at 2.30pm 
in the Function Hall at Liberton 
Hospital.   Tea and mince pies to 
follow, we hope!   Please come 
along,  join  patients and  relatives 
and help to swell the singing! 
 

QUIET MORNING 

David Dixon led a Quiet Morning 
at Liberton Northfield Church on 
Saturday 12th November.    We 
were looking at the theme of 
“Waiting”, and it provided a    
valuable prelude to the busy time 
leading up to Christmas. 

NEW CHAIRMAN 

The new Chairman of SEECAT is 
Revd. David Dixon, the Priest-in-
Charge of St. Barnabas’ Episcopal 
Church in Moredun Park View.   

David has worked 
in engineering all 
his life.   He  was 
ordained in 1980 
and since 1991 he 
has also looked    
after St. Barnabas’ 
Church and played 
a full part in       
SEECAT activities.    

His family is a good ecumenical 
example—his wife is Roman 
Catholic and one of his two sons 
is a member of the Church of 
Scotland!  

PAPAL HONOUR  

The Very Rev. Dr. Sheila Kesting, a 
former Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland and recently retired 
as the church’s Ecumenical         
Officer, has been made a Dame of 
the Order of St. Gregory the Great 
by Pope Francis.    

She  was invested by Archbishop 
Leo Cushley in the presence of 
the Catholic bishops of Scotland. 



SEPTEMBER RETREAT—”UNITY”  
Norma Packham writes: 
 

14 of us left on Sunday afternoon, 
4th September for the Cathedral 
of the Isles on Cumbrae.    We   
began with evening worship and a 
reflection and after a meal some 
of us had a walk to the highest 
spot on the island to see the   
sunset—a lovely peaceful time.    
A social time of games and songs 
followed (repeated on Monday).  
 

On Monday and Tuesday we 
started with morning  worship 
and a reflection led by a member 
of the group on Unity. Holy     
Communion in the Cathedral  was 
shared with us by David, helped 
by different members of the 
group, and it was a very special 
time when we felt the Holy Spirit 
among us. 
 

We left this lovely island on   
Tuesday afternoon, feeling         
refreshed and equipped by the 
Lord and  closer to each other.   
Many thanks to David and his 
wife    Margaret.   I recommend 
you go on one of these retreats 
when the opportunity arises.  
 

 (see picture below) 

NATIVITY CAROL CONCERT    
Sunday 27th November at 3pm 

in St. Andrew’s Square 

Part of “Edinburgh’s Christmas”, 
and in conjunction with St.      
Andrew’s and St. George’s West 
and with Edinburgh Churches  
Together, a carol concert will 
take place around the Nativity 
Scene in St. Andrew’s Square.   
Free admission—please go along 
and swell the numbers. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP 

The Annual General Meeting will 
be held at 7pm on Wednesday 
30th November in St. Barnabas’ 
Church.   After the meeting cards 
will be written to Prisoners of 
Conscience around the world. 
The Justice and Peace Group is 
actively seeking to publicise          
issues locally and to take action 
where possible, and everybody is 
welcome to come along to this 
meeting and contribute to the 
discussion.   The Group’s current 
Chair, David Dixon, is now       
SEECAT Chair, so a replacement is 
sought at the AGM.       The last 
Fundraising Evening for Riding 
for the Disabled raised £300. 



CAMERON TOLL CHAPLAINCY 

The Annual General 
Meeting of the C.T.C.  
took place on 10th 
November.   The 
Steering Group are in 
dire need of a         
Secretary—is there 

anybody in the SEECAT churches 
who might help?   Also, there is 
only one Chaplain (Graham 
Dann) right now, and Workplace 
Chaplaincy Scotland are seeking 
a second, ideally from one of the 
local churches.    Please get in 
touch with Rosemary Bayne or 
Clare Roller for more information 
if you might possibly volunteer a 
few hours (your SEECAT rep. will 
give you contact details).  

Graham spoke about the present 
situation at Cameron Toll and  
David Hart, the new WPCS       
Edinburgh leader (Graham’s line 
manager), spoke about his   
pleasure at being involved.    

The guest speaker was David 
Bradwell of Scottish Faiths Action 
for Refugees, who outlined the 
range of work being undertaken 
by a number of organisations.   
Have a look at their website:  
www.sfar.org.uk        

Regular prayer meetings for the 
Chaplaincy are held at Costa   
Coffee in the  shopping centre—
the next date is 29th November 
at 5pm.   All welcome to join in!  

HELP FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS— 
THE R.C. CLUSTER TELL US WHAT 
THEY ARE DOING 

The foreigner residing among you 
must be treated as your native 
born. Love them as yourself . . .    
     Leviticus 19:34 

As a Cluster, we work with one of 
the Social Work Departments 
and offer befriending and   
teaching of basic English to     
Asylum Seekers who for       
whatever reason do not have   
access to statutory services.     

The  people we are supporting in 
this way are from such  countries 
as Gambia, Sudan, Albania, 
China, Hungary, Poland.    Some 
of the people we are  engaged 
with are unaccompanied minors.    

On September 19th, we held a 
day of prayer for displaced     
people throughout the world in 
support of a day of decision at 
the United Nations. 

Here is what some of the people 
involved in this work say: 

"It is a joy to spend time weekly 
with the Chinese family I support 
and see them enjoy my       
friendship. We have fun working 
through our English book as we 
learn together." 

"Our work with an unaccom-
panied minor has been                
rewarding. She was very low, but 
is making good progress. It is a 
joy to see her smiling and     
growing in confidence!" 



________________________________________________________________ 

This newsletter is also on our website.   The next issue will be in February,           
and  suggestions are welcome—please contact any of the SEECAT                      

representatives  in your church or speak to Ruth.  

CROSSTALK  is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk 
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.                                                                                        

The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church,  Liberton Kirk, Liberton                  
Northfield ,  Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St. 

John Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s.   Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them. 

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . . 

 for the carol singing at             
Cameron Toll and Morrisons, 
that the good news of              
Christmas would reach all 
those caught up in the pre-
Christmas rush. 

 that new volunteers will come 
forward for the Cameron Toll 
Chaplaincy: a secretary for 
the Steering Group and  a  
second Chaplain. 

 for the manager and staff of 
Cameron Toll Centre at a busy 
time full of change and        
uncertainty, that they will find 
peace and strength to cope. 

 for all asylum seekers and 
refugees that they will find a 
place of warm welcome and 
shelter. 

 as we celebrate the coming of 
the Prince of Peace, for peace 
in our families, in our           
communities, in our fractured 
society, in the many areas of 
the world riven by conflict.  

 for people to know the peace 
and promise of Christmas. 

CROSSING BARRIERS 

January is WPCU 
time!   How good 
it would be if all 
the     Christians 
of South East            
Edinburgh joined 
in this week of 

prayer for unity, either by coming 
to one or more of the services or 
by following the prayer card 
(available in January) at home.   
In itself this would be an           
expression of our togetherness 
in this area and our desire  that 
unity among Christians would 
grow. The services are:                                   

Mon 23rd January at 2pm             
        at St. Barnabas’                                 
Tues 24th January at 7pm    
   at Tron Kirk Moredun                                          
Wed 25th January at 2pm          
     Gracemount Church 
    at 76 Lasswade Road 
Thurs 26th January at 7pm                     
     at St. John Vianney’s 

The services last about half an 
hour, but Thursday’s is longer, 
with refreshments afterwards.       

Hope to see you !         


