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Could you be walking from your local church to Morrisons in Gilmer-
ton Road, praying as you go for the local community?   Or joining in 
the open air service in Morrisons car park at 11 o’clock? 

Or joining in the service at Gracemount High School at 3 o’clock?  

What a wonderful opportunity to tell our local communities how 
united we are as Christians and how  much our faith means to us. 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

GOOD FRIDAY—14TH APRIL—                  
BOOK THE DATE NOW! 

BE THERE IF YOU          
POSSIBLY CAN! 

SEE, REFLECT AND ACT TOGETHER                                                                
Wednesday 22nd February, 7—8.30pm at Liberton Northfield  

This is an evening for SEECAT church members to say what justice and 
peace issues (local or wider) are attracting their energy or attention.  
On going to press there are speakers on Sudan, Food Bank,  Edinburgh 
Direct Aid, help for refugees, Fair Trade, Liberton Artisans and             
Homelessness.   

The evening will raise awareness of the issues and our responses,    
enable links among people taking complementary initiatives, and 
mention ways in which others might wish to get involved. The evening 
will close with a chance to meet and chat over refreshments.   

Email jp.SEECAT@gmail.com if you want further information. 

mailto:jp.SEECAT@gmail.com


A NEW TYPE OF MINISTER  

Ordained Local Ministers are new 
in the Church of Scotland—they 
are people who are willing to     
offer their services on a part-time 
and unpaid basis and are           
appointed to a specific parish.     

Janet Mackenzie is 
one of the first in 
the Edinburgh area 
and writes for us: 

“I initially trained 
as a Reader, being 
set apart in late  
2010.   Although I          
enjoyed being a 

Reader, I felt that I wanted to take 
it further and I put myself forward 
for the transfer process to          
Ordained Local Ministry that was 
open to Readers at the 
time.  After further training I      
was ordained as an OLM on 3rd 
November 2016 at Tron Kirk 
(Gilmerton and Moredun).   There 
is a lot going on at the Tron and I 
am settling in well.”  

LENT STUDIES 

This year Groups will follow a 
course for 5 weeks (from w/c 6th 
March) on  “The Joy of the      
Gospel”.    There are six groups, 
day or evening, to choose from.    
Sign-up sheets are now in 
churches—why not add your 
name by end February?  A great 
opportunity to get to know a few 
people better (and to find out 
how much we have in common!) 

JUSTICE & PEACE NEWS 

After more than 10 years David 
Dixon (now Chair of SEECAT) has 
handed over the role of Chair.  
The energy and inspiration he 
brought to the Group in that role 
is hugely appreciated.     

His successor is Mike Mineter 
(St. Catherine’s), who is an Iona 
Community member, cyclist, sea 
kayaker and  hillwalker. He works 
in a group  researching  climate 
change at Edinburgh University. 

"I'm excited to 
have this role as 
Chair. There seems 
to be both an      
opportunity and an 
appetite in the 
Group to build on 
our track record of 
effective, excellent 

events, and to try new ways to 
cooperate across the SEECAT 
churches in response to local and 
wider needs. 

The event on 22nd February (see 
page 1) is our first venture, and 
we are also establishing a few 
web pages to share awareness of     
local and global issues in justice, 
peace and sustainability. 
Watch for announcements and 
web links in mid-February.” 

A new email address now exists 
for SEECAT Justice and Peace: 
jp.SEECAT@gmail.com, and you 
are invited to get in touch if you 
want to know more. 

mailto:jp.SEECAT@gmail.com


CAMERON TOLL CHAPLAINCY 

Graham Dann is the 
sole chaplain at the 
moment and these 
are anxious times as 
another volunteer is 
sought.   Meantime 
the changes at the 

shopping centre continue:  the 
gym upstairs should be                  
completed by March and the 
Costa ‘Drive Thru’ should open 
in February.    The next prayer 
meeting at Costa in the Centre is 
on 3rd April at 5pm and all are 
welcome to join in. 

Cameron Toll are supporting the 
Edinburgh Sick Kids Friends 
Foundation (ESKFF) for 2017 as 
their new chosen charity so this 
year CTC is not organising an 
Easter Egg collection.  We       
encourage individuals and 
churches to support ESKFF as 
they look to raise funds for the 
new hospital at Little France - 
look out for further information 
at Cameron Toll nearer the time 
- precise details are not yet 
known at the time of going to 
press.  

SEECAT churches sang carols at 
lunchtime on Saturday 10th     
December—large numbers of 
shoppers around enjoyed the 
singing floating down from the 
gallery!   We could do with more 
singers so next year why not 
think about joining in with this 
joint witness? 

SEECAT RETREAT 2017 

The Retreat this year has been 
arranged for the weekend of 
15th to 17th September.   The 
venue is the Miners’ Rehabilita-
tion Home at Gullane, East       
Lothian.   Participants will get   
together to arrange transport.   
For the first time we will be self-
catering—arrangements to be 
finalised later.   The cost will  
probably be in the region of 
£60—£70 per person. 

Anyone interested should       
contact David Dixon on 01875 
812985.   We hope to be able to 
accommodate a few more       
participants than previously. 

HOLY WEEK 2017 

As well as the Good Friday 
events, there will be a Passover 
Meal on Monday 10th April for 
which you will need a ticket 
(watch out for these in your local 
church), and a Stations of the 
Cross Service on Wednesday 
12th April, which is  in Liberton 
Kirk this year at 7.30pm.   There 
will be refreshments afterwards. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Our local service is at Liberton 
Northfield Church, Gilmerton 
Road, at 2pm on Friday 3rd 
March.   This is a day when       
Christians all round the world 
join together to pray, with       
material prepared this year by 
Christians in the Philippines on 
“Am I being fair to you?” 



________________________________________________________________ 

This newsletter is also on our website.   The next issue will be in May,               
and  suggestions are welcome—please contact any of the SEECAT                      

representatives  in your church or speak to Ruth.  

CROSSTALK  is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk 
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.                                                                                        

The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church,  Liberton Kirk, Liberton                  
Northfield ,  Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St. 

John Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s.   Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them. 

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . . 

 for the sharing evening on 
justice and peace issues on 
22nd February, that we would 
all be encouraged and           
inspired to be involved 

 for the various Lent Groups 
meeting around our area, that 
they would know “The joy of 
the Gospel” 

 for our joint witness on Good 
Friday in our prayer walk and 
our services at Morrisons and 
Gracemount High School, that 
our unity and our joy in our 
faith would be seen and 
heard in our communities 

 for a second chaplain to be 
found for Cameron Toll to    
replace Reuben and work 
alongside Graham 

 

JUSTICE AND PEACE EVENING  

Make a diary date now for 
Wednesday 24th May at St.   
Catherine’s, Gracemount Drive  A 
speaker from Kaimes Special 
School will give a presentation to 
raise funds to provide for outings 
or projects for the pupils.   

CROSSING BARRIERS 

This striking image comes from 
the final SEECAT service for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity.   Yes, those are bricks 
forming the cross!     At the start 
of the service they had been 

built into a wall, each brick       
reminding us of something we 
put up as a barrier between us, 
but then they reminded us of 
what binds us together—our 
Lord and Saviour.   Thanks to St. 
John Vianney’s for a lovely      
service, and to St. Barnabas’, 
Tron and Gracemount for the 
other get-togethers in the week. 


