CROSSTALK
The Newsletter of
South East Edinburgh Churches Acting Together
Issue 17

February 2018

HOLY WEEK IN SOUTH EAST EDINBURGH

DATES NOT TO BE MISSED! BOOK THEM NOW!
The Passover Meal on Monday 26th
March in Liberton Kirk Centre.
Tickets
essential—available
in
churches soon.
Remembering
Jesus’ last meal with his disciples—
what it meant for them and what it
means for us, and how our faith is
rooted in this Jewish tradition.
The Stations of the Cross Service on Wednesday
28th March, 7.30pm in St. John Vianney’s Church—
a reminder of Jenny Hawke’s paintings on the right,
used in last year’s service at Liberton Kirk.

HOPE

Good Friday Prayer Walk on
30th March, leaving our
churches and heading to . . .
Morrisons in Gilmerton Road for the 11am
Open Air Service. The speaker this year will be
Barry Hughes, Probationer at Tron Kirk. Let’s
astonish Morrisons and everybody shopping
there this year with an even bigger crowd!
Good Friday Service at
3pm at Gracemount High
School. This is us “passing
the peace” last year—a
very meaningful thing to do
when those around us
belong to several different
churches (or none).

ELLEN’S GLEN HOUSE . . . . . . . . .
from Fiona Devoy
Since April 2013 SEECAT has been
organising monthly worship in
Ellen’s Glen.
Although many
residents have come and gone,
there has always been a core of
people who faithfully attend
worship each month.
Recently, we have been discussing
with the nursing manager and
with NHS Lothian Spiritual Care
chaplains the possibility of having
a team of regular visitors to build
up stronger relationships with
those residents who would like
closer contact with Christians from
the local churches. The aim would
be to provide an extra dimension
of social and pastoral care for
those who would appreciate this.
The NHS Spiritual Care team are
supportive of this aim, and at the
moment we are thinking about the
practical arrangements, such as
defining expectations and training
and preparing volunteers.
It is hoped that residents and their
families and visitors would benefit
from this. Also that both nursing
and domestic staff in this stressful
and demanding environment
would benefit from building up
relationships with a team of
people who can listen to their
concerns and pray for them.
Please consider prayerfully if this
would be a volunteer role for you.
I can be contacted on 666 1004 or
fiona.devoy@yahoo.co.uk

CAMERON TOLL CHAPLAINCY
Great news—a
Secretary has
been found for
the
Steering
Group, Agatha
Kai Kai, who
was appointed
at the AGM in November.
Sadly the Chair of the Group,
Janet Sidaway has had to step
down for family reasons—she
has been a very good committed
leader and will be missed. Pray
for someone to fill that role.
It’s good to see Cameron Toll
Centre doing well—there is
currently only one empty shop
unit, and work on the Gym has
re-started—target opening date
towards the end of March.
Excellent news from our point of
view is that the Sainsbury’s
Manager, David Bainbridge, is
permitting the Chaplains to use a
space for chaplaincy publicity
near the entrance to Sainsbury’s
Café. In addition the Chaplains
should be able to use the Centre
Management’s space outside
Peacocks when they are on duty.
Both are awaiting the production
of suitable banners.
This is
something we have hoped and
prayed for and we look forward
to seeing the chaplains’ slightly
higher profile!
FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT
This runs from 26th February to
11th March—please support in
any way you can.

CHRISTMAS REMEMBERED
Sadly we weren’t able to sing
carols at Cameron Toll this year,
but we did make a joyful noise at
Morrisons, which was appreciated
by the hundreds of shoppers going
through that store at Saturday
lunchtime. The Liberton Hospital
Carol Service was also much
appreciated.
Wasn’t it good to see that a
beautiful nativity scene was at the
centre of Christmas decorations at
Cameron Toll, and another in the
window of The Entertainer toy
store?
See, Reflect and Act TOGETHER
A year ago we initiated evening
meetings to help us to hear and
pray about what we are doing in
the different churches to meet
needs in our area and beyond, to
discover where we can help each
other, and to better understand
some of the issues. Do get in
touch with Mike Mineter (662
4852) with ideas or needs for
future get-togethers.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
We have an opportunity on Friday
2nd March to join with people all
round the world in praying for
God’s creation and our stewardship of it. The service for this area
is at Liberton Kirk at 2pm on Friday
2nd March. This year’s material
is prepared by Suriname Christians
and if you know nothing about
Suriname, come and find out!

SEEKING JUSTICE FOR ALL IN
THE HOLY LAND—from Mike
Mineter
What can we do to ease the
desperate situation of many
Palestinians? Those I met seek a
constructive future for everyone,
including the settlers, but first
the Israeli policies of oppression
and occupation, which include
shooting and arresting children,
must cease.
Four suggestions for practical
action:
Learn about and raise awareness
of what is happening.
Support Hadeel, the shop at 123
George Street that sells fairly

traded goods from Palestine. St.
Catherine’s recently had a stall—
could other churches do so?
Write to politicians to urge that
the UK makes up some of the
money being withheld by the
USA from UNRWA.
UNRWA
provides vital services for many
Palestinian refugees.
Pray regularly and fervently for a
just peace.

THE BALMWELL REVISITED
Yes, there will be a
Healing Service in
2018! Remember
last June, when
around 70 people
gathered together
and many came
forward for prayer
for physical and
spiritual healing?
The date and time this year is
Saturday 19th May at 3pm (the
weekend of Pentecost), and we
will be close to the Balmwell in
the grounds of the Toby Carvery.
Make a diary date now!
FREEDOM UNLIMITED . . . . . . . .
is a social enterprise business,
established in 2014, that aims to
provide
training
and
job
opportunities for people with
criminal convictions. Our Justice
and Peace folk are planning an
evening on Wednesday 25th
April, 7pm at St. John Vianney’s,
to hear about and support their
work. It’s one of our regular
fundraisers—another diary date!

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . .


for a new Chairman for the
Cameron Toll Chaplaincy
Steering Group, while giving
thanks for a new secretary
now in post



for all those involved in
Fairtrade Fortnight - may
their efforts inspire us to
change our habits and
support fair trade actively in
future



for people in places afflicted
by violence that they might
live to see a just future in
which all may flourish - may
your Spirit raise people above
the circumstances imposed
upon them.



for our Good Friday events,
that our unity may be a
powerful witness to our faith
in our communities



for our church leaders, for
health and strength and the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS—The Scottish Government has
issued a report "New Scots Refugee Integration Strategy 2018 - 2022"
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2018/01/5545
_______________________________________________________________
This newsletter is also on our website. The next issue will be in May,
and suggestions are welcome—please contact any of the SEECAT
representatives in your church or speak to Ruth.
CROSSTALK is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.
The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church, Liberton Kirk, Liberton
Northfield , Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St.
John Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s. Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them.

