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A NOTABLE ANNIVERSARY
February 1993
was when the
Constitution was
drawn up for
SEECAT.
Since
the 80s the local
churches
had
drawn
together
into
an
association following the “Not
Strangers
but
Pilgrims”
initiative—1993 made it official.

25

It has been a good 25 years!
We have grown closer together
in study (Quiet Morning, Lent
Groups), in witness (Carols,
Good Friday events), in worship
and in fellowship. More and
more we are reaching out into
the community and highlighting
justice and peace issues.
Churches work together informally outwith the published
programme, serving the one
true God and Saviour we all try
to follow.
Our friendship is a precious
thing and not to be taken for
granted. It must be cherished
and nurtured by all of us.

HEALING SERVICE AT THE
BALMWELL
This year the
service is on
Saturday 19th
May, 3pm at
the Balmwell,
which is in
the grounds
of the Toby
Carvery, 41 Howden Hall Road,
Edinburgh EH16 6PG.
At the end of the service, prayers
for healing of body, mind and
soul, will be offered for anyone
who would like to be prayed for.
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Please encourage anyone who
might benefit to come, or bring
them along. If a lift, or a seat at
the site, is needed there is a signup sheet available in all the
churches.

GOOD FRIDAY

LENT STUDY GROUPS . . . . from
David Dixon, SEECAT Chair
Five groups met weekly following
a York Course “Receiving Christ”.
The
five
sessions
were:
“Receiving Christ . . . as children
of God; in the stranger and the
needy, in Holy Communion,
through prayer and fellowship”,
with the last one “Christ in you—
the hope of glory”.

The prayer walk and service at
Morrisons were well attended on
a bitterly cold day and attracted
attention. Thanks to Morrisons
for their support! After lunch
Gracemount High School was
warmer—a great time of shared
worship and fellowship.

Our speaker, Jeff Bagnall, wrote to
Father Mike after the service
“What a wonderful gathering of
people of all kinds there was at
Gracemount High School. I feel
so privileged to have been part of
it—amongst people of such
different
backgrounds
and
denominations all celebrating in a
common way. I was blessed to be
part of it, and please thank all the
organisers and helpers there.”

Those attending seemed to find
the Course inspiring and challenging. Challenging in respect
of being more aware of Christ in
and around us at all times, and
Inspiring to realise that Christ
comes to us in so many different
yet complementary ways to
make us truly part of his body
and his kingdom now and for
ever.
Once again I personally found
this to be a time of real blessing,
sharing faith and experiences
with others from all three
denominations in SEECAT and
being aware of our “Oneness in
Christ” as we received his Holy
Spirit to guide our discussions. I
do hope and pray that many may
join these groups in future years
and share such blessings.
LIBERTON HOSPITAL
Only 4 wards open last month,
down from 7 in March. We have
said that as long as there are
patients in the hospital SEECAT
will hold its monthly service
there on the fourth Sunday.

CAMERON TOLL CHAPLAINCY
How good it is to
see
our
local
shopping centre at
Cameron Toll doing
so well—all retail
units occupied, and
the Gym now ready to open. The
Chaplains have their banner and
table in the mall when they are
there and this has prompted some
good conversations. They are still
hopeful that they will be able to
have a space near Sainsbury’s
café. All this gives them a higher
profile as a Christian presence in
the shopping centre.
PASSOVER MEAL
The Passover Meal this year was
held at Liberton Kirk Centre and
was enjoyed by all who attended.
This was the first time Liberton
Kirk have hosted this meal since
the Kirkgate Café opened in the
Kirk Centre and the Café Manager
undertook the catering.
Many
thanks to Norma for the delicious
meal and to all the people who
helped in so many ways.
ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE
The Autumn Conference, cohosted by the Church of Scotland
and Action of Churches Together
in Scotland, is to be held on
Saturday, 27 October 2018 in the
City of Edinburgh Methodist
Church, Nicolson Square.
More
details in the next Crosstalk but
book the date—it is usually a good
day.

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN THE
WEDNESDAY
HOLY
WEEK
SERVICE—from Siobhan Fee, RC
Cluster
There were 9 young people who
participated from the RC Cluster,
Liberton Kirk and Gracemount
church. Father Anthony led us in
prayer and Andy Chittick led the
music.
It was really important to me
that we worked together, so the
leaders met together to discuss
the content and layout of the
service and how to ensure all the
young people felt included. This
helped us to really work together
rather than St. John Vianney’s
just hosting other churches.
We focussed on the five wounds
Jesus sustained, and each wound
was covered by a representative
from two different churches.
Afterwards we stayed to share a
meal together in the hall and
really enjoyed the social aspect
and getting to know each other.
As a group the young adults are
keen to work together more and
share resources across our
churches where possible. The
Cluster is helping to support
Stage and Slam this year for
example and many of the young
people have stayed in touch. It
was so good to be involved.
(Stage n’ Slam is from 9th to
13th July at Gracemount High
School and Liberton Kirk)

(Mike
Mineter
reporting)
was the featured organisation at
the Justice and Peace Evening on
25th April, with a compelling
presentation from its founder
Josee Scott and its creative
design manager, Catriona Atkin.
Ex-prisoners are often unable to
work, rejected because of their
histories and many being in need
of help to recover mental health.
FUE builds relationships with
people while they are still in
prison and offers places for work
in creating beautiful high-quality
objects through sewing and
woodwork. They take part in the
prestigious Country Living Fair. I
left with Welly Wheeker in hand,
and with Josee’s words in mind:
“The simple gospel, the simple
cross. . . just love. . . just love. .
that’s it” (A Welly Wheeker? – a
simple device to help you take
your welly off.)
The evening raised some £260
(plus sales on the stall) – many
thanks to all who helped!

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . .


for good weather on Saturday
19th May for the outdoor
Healing Service, so that all
those who wish to can come



for all the summer activities in
which our churches are
involved, drawing in children
and young people from our
communities and giving them
the opportunity to hear about
the God who loves them



for the right person to take
over from Janet Sidaway as
Chairman of the Cameron Toll
Chaplaincy Steering Group,
while giving thanks for Janet’s
contribution, and for a new
secretary now in post



for the continuing growth of
the unity we share in SEECAT
as we all worship our living
Lord and Saviour and seek to
serve him in everything we do



for peace in the world; for
freedom for the oppressed,
courage for the persecuted,
food
for
the
hungry,
sanctuary for the refugee

_______________________________________________________________
This newsletter is also on our website. The next issue will be in August,
and suggestions are welcome—please contact any of the SEECAT
representatives in your church or speak to Ruth.
CROSSTALK is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.
The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church, Liberton Kirk, Liberton
Northfield , Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St.
John Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s. Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them.

