CROSSTALK
The Newsletter of
South East Edinburgh Churches Acting Together
Issue 19

August 2018

FATHER ANTHONY CARUANA
For the past five years Father
Anthony has been an important
part of SEECAT. The news that
he is being moved on is sad
news indeed for the Roman
Catholic Cluster, for the young
people he has nurtured in their
faith, and for the local churches
he has worked with, particularly
in mission to young people. He
will be missed as a Chaplain to
the Infirmary too.
We met in
Cameron Toll
Centre
just
before Christmas, rushing
in
opposite
directions.
“Yes, I’m busy,
he said, “busy
for Jesus”, and
that sums his work up. Helping
adults to understand their
Saviour, bringing young ones to
faith, reaching out to all who
don’t know the good news.
Every blessing for the future,
Father Anthony!
SEECAT will
miss you!

Come and
hear
all
about the
work of the Vine Trust in
Tanzania and on the Amazon in
Peru, “connecting people to
change lives”. This is the next
Justice & Peace fundraising and
awareness event, on Tuesday
25th September at 7pm in St.
Catherine’s Church Hall on
Gracemount Drive. There will
be refreshments and a tombola
as usual. Note also that as part
of Edinburgh Open Doors the
following weekend the Vine
Trust barge in Leith will be open.
“ACTING FOR JUSTICE IS ABOUT
HELPING PEOPLE TO BE WHAT
GOD CREATED THEM TO BE”
Mike Mineter remembers this
quote well. See page 3 for a
good example of one of our
churches (in this case Tron Kirk)
acting for justice. Please help
and support them if you are
able.
What is your church
doing to address matters of
justice? Is there something to
interest and possibly inspire
others? Either write an article
for the next Crosstalk, or contact
Mike Mineter or Ruth Davies.

AUTUMN CONFERENCE
Saturday 27th October
10.30am—3.15pm at Nicolson
Square Methodist Church

THE LIBERTON AND DISTRICT
COMMUNITY COUNCIL GALA
DAY

A chance to meet up with other
groups like SEECAT across
Scotland. It’s free—tickets will
be available through Eventbrite
from the end of August.
The theme is “Fragmentation and
Unity: being Ecumenical in a
Fragmenting World”, and the
keynote speaker is Rev Dr
Charlotte Methuen, Professor of
Church History at Glasgow
University. Professor Methuen
will reflect on the "Appeal to all
Christian People" (1920) as a
response to the catastrophe of
World War 1 and as the catalyst
for ecumenism in Great Britain
and Ireland thereafter. She will
discuss the relevance of the
"Appeal" in our present situation.
GOOD FRIDAY AFTERNOON
The offering at our Gracemount
High School Service was £713. At
the SEECAT Meeting in May it was
agreed that £350 would be paid
to Freedom Unlimited Enterprises, the organisation giving
jobs and hope to ex-prisoners—
everybody at the last Justice and
Peace meeting had been inspired
by their work. A further £350 is
to be paid to Mary’s Meals,
providing life-changing meals to
poor children in the Far East,
Middle East, Africa, South
America and Haiti.

SEECAT had a table at the Gala
Day on 30th June held in Liberton Kirk Centre (Ruth was first on
duty!). The shiny foil windmills
were popular with the children—
most
parents
were
very
surprised that we were giving
them away. Perhaps when they
read the little tag “A present with
love from the South Edinburgh
churches” when they got home
they would realise we really do
want to show God’s love to
everybody in the community.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The SEECAT AGM, when our
year’s activities are reviewed and
our programme for the coming
year agreed, is on Sunday 9th
September, 2.30pm at St.
Gregory’s, Walter Scott Avenue.
Everybody welcome!

MEDITATE AND CONTEMPLATE
In August 2016 members of the
Roman Catholic Cluster were
invited to a 4-week introductory
course in Contemplative Prayer.
Some wished to continue and
met weekly in each other’s
homes. By May 2017 the group
was looking to expand and
become ecumenical, and the
“upper room” in Liberton Kirk
Halls, which is open for silent
prayer each Tuesday from 7.30am
to 7.30pm, was offered.
There is now a pool of over 20
members made up from Catholic,
Pentecostal and Church of
Scotland, who meet at 2.45pm
every Tuesday, or at the sister
group which meets at 7pm on
Wednesdays at Rosemary Bayne’s
home in Mount Alvernia.
A
short introductory reflection is
followed by 30 minutes of silent
prayer. Then prayers for others,
and an invitation to share any
insights or thoughts from the
silent time. Leadership is shared.
On Tuesday 17th July the two
groups met for a day of silent
prayer in Liberton Kirk from
10.30am to 4.30pm. It was a
very special day, enriching and
affirming—18 people signed up.
The group is affiliated to the
World Community for Christian
Meditation.
Many appreciate
the opportunity to meet in silent
prayer and find it helpful in
developing their spiritual life.
Anyone is welcome to join!

TRON KIRK’S FOOD BANK
Tron Kirk now has a Food Bank,
open on Fridays from 10.30am, a
Basics Bank in partnership with
Edinburgh City Mission. Steve
from ECM (left in the photo)
explained that the local church
(together with others nearby)
provided prayer support, food,
and volunteers. As much fresh
food is provided as possible, and
there’s a partnership with Fairshare/the Cyrenians to receive

surplus food from stores which
would otherwise go to landfill.
But it’s not just food—a big
element of the service is
befriending and taking away
loneliness.
There’s tea and
cakes, and lunch (also at
Goodtrees on Tuesday and Tron
on Wednesday). One client I
spoke to said the Tron was like “a
wee family”, caring for all the
needs of the client, really
interested in their problems.
She had found it hard to come
into a church in the first place,
but now her drug problems were
behind her, she enjoyed the
Sunday services, and was a
volunteer at the Food Bank.

CENTENARY POPPIES
For
Remembrance
Sunday this year, the
100th anniversary of
the Armistice at the end of the
First World War, Liberton Kirk is
planning a display of poppies on
the Kirk tower, and contributions
(made from anything—felt,
knitting, crochet, wood, metal)
would be welcomed—we have
about 6,000 so far! They need a
safety pin or wire tie on the back
to attach them to the support.
It should be special—
do come and see it,
and the exhibition
inside the church
too, which will be
open from 10am to 12noon on
two Saturdays, 3rd and 10th
November and from 2pm to 4pm
on Sunday 11th.

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . .


for the AGM in September,
that all posts are filled and
that we can look forward to
the new year with enthusiasm



for those working in Cameron
Toll Shopping Centre in these
uncertain times for the retail
sector, that they would know
your love and peace



for peace in the Middle East
and particularly in the land
where Jesus walked, for
human rights to be observed,
for justice for all



for our churches living
through unsettling times of
change that they would be
strong in their faith and in
their resolve to do Jesus’
work in the world
________________

WORLD WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
PEACE IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE

MESSY IN THE PARK

Please remember the Holy Land
in your prayers from 16th to 23rd
September particularly.
(And
don’t forget the 24th of each
month is the time all Christians
are asked to join in a prayer vigil)

An event particularly for families,
organised by some of the local
churches, this year on or near the
Gracemount Church land in
Gracemount Drive on Saturday
8th September, 2pm—5.30pm.

________________________________________________________________
This newsletter is also on our website. The next issue will be in November,
and suggestions are welcome—please contact any of the SEECAT
representatives in your church or speak to Ruth.
CROSSTALK is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.
The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church, Liberton Kirk, Liberton
Northfield , Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St.
John Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s. Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them.

