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CAROL SINGING
We will be singing carols again
at Cameron Toll Shopping
Centre this year. The date is
Thursday 13th December, from
6.30pm to 7.30pm, and we
meet inside Sainsbury’s, not in
the Centre itself. Please come
and join in and help to make a
really joyful sound!
Sadly
there will be no carol singing at
Morrisons this year as they are
fully booked.
There’s another chance to sing
carols, however, at our Carol
Service at Liberton Hospital on
Sunday 23rd December, 2.30pm.
It’s held as usual in the Function
Hall on the ground floor, and it
would be good to have a few
extra voices that afternoon.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
CHRISTIAN UNITY 18-25 January
The theme is ‘Justice, and only
justice, you shall pursue…’ and
the material originates from the
churches of Indonesia. Look out

for the prayer card (readings and
prayers) available in January.
Please come to the services
too—being together is what
SEECAT is all about—a short
service on Monday 21st January,
2pm at St. Barnabas, and the
main service followed by refreshments on Thursday 24th January,
7pm at St. John Vianney’s.

FAREWELL TO MIKE TAYLOR
We wish Mike Taylor every blessing in his new
post in the Borders as Minister of Chirnside
linked with Hutton and Fishwick and Paxton.
Mike, seen here as cook at one of our great Passover Meals, has been actively involved in SEECAT
events during his time as Minister of Liberton
Northfield, and we will miss him.

CAMERON TOLL
CHAPLAINCY
Following the AGM
on 6th November it
seems likely that
the Steering Group (members
from both SEECAT and NCT—
Newington Churches Together)
will become a Support Group, still
giving support to the Chaplains,
Graham Dann and Denise Breen,
both financially and prayerfully,
but recognising that Workplace
Chaplaincy Scotland now do the
“steering”!
The Chaplains reported that the
Centre Management and their
security and caretaker teams are
very supportive.
Their space,
with a table and banner, has given
them a higher profile and has
encouraged enquiries and chat.
Having one male and one female
chaplain is a blessing. Watch out
for the Nativity Scene which
should again be in place from
around 22nd November.
WELCOME TO FATHER ALEX
A very warm welcome to Father
Alex Davie, who joined the RC
Cluster in September and looks
after St. John Vianney’s and St.
Gregory’s,
replacing
Father
Anthony.
He comes from Fife,
and was most recently priest in
Dunfermline.
He has survived
two SEECAT meetings so far, and
will be hosting events in the
programme. We look forward to
getting to know him.

JUSTICE AND PEACE
The SEECAT Justice and Peace
AGM and planning meeting will
take place on Wednesday 28th
November, 7pm at St Barnabas. It
will be an important meeting,
giving shape to our actions on
justice and peace for the next year,
and it’s open to all. Please come
with ideas—for how we can
support SEECAT church members
in building the kingdom based on
justice for all, and care for the
earth itself..... as well as ideas for
the 6-monthly fundraising and
awareness raising evenings.
Please also bring some greetings
cards that we can write and send
on to prisoners of conscience via
Amnesty International, as we
usually do after the AGM. (Be
aware that some cannot be sent
religious cards.)
ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE
“Being Ecumenical in a Fragmenting World” was the challenging
subject of a conference at
Nicolson Square Methodist Church
at the end of October.
Ruth
(Liberton Kirk) and Rosemary (St.
Catherine’s) were treated to some
excellent talks from the Church of
Scotland Moderator, an Episcopal
Professor of Church History and an
RC from an East Kilbride Project to
tackle sectarianism.
Not to
mention the lunch!
This is an
annual free event, open to anyone
interested, and is always worthwhile—think about it next year!

SEECAT RETREAT AT GULLANE
(picture above)
We all enjoyed the SEECAT retreat
at Gullane, in the former Lothian
Mineworkers Convalescent Home.
David Dixon led the weekend on
the theme of LOVE. We all shared
in the discussions and tasks, and
there was lots of laughter and
good fun, especially when we
played games together.
It was self-catering, and the food
was great—Norma’s spaghetti
bolognese lives in the memory!
Thank you, David, for organising
this weekend and for all your
input and preparations. Thanks
also to Margaret Dixon for all her
help.

QUIET MORNING
What is the next opportunity to
spend some quiet time together?
Of course there are the regular
meetings for Contemplation on
Tuesday and Wednesday (see
last Crosstalk), but it’s good to
have special times set aside.
On Saturday 8th December there
is a Quiet Morning at Liberton
Northfield from 10.15am to
about 1.15pm (bring a packed
lunch—drinks provided).
The
theme will be “Peace, Love, Joy”
and it will be led by a group of
people from our churches.
What a good theme in the busy
run-up to Christmas, reminding
us to take time out from the rush
to savour what Christmas means.

A CONTINUING NEED FOR PRAYER FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE
Mike Mineter urges us to remember in our prayers and other actions
(e.g. letters to media and politicians) the continuing Friday protests in
Gaza and the continuing killing and maiming. Mike can provide further
information about this sad situation. Our sisters and brothers in
Israel and Palestine have called for an ecumenical prayer vigil across
the globe to pray for peace in the Middle East on the 24th of each
month—this gives us a date for regular and continued prayer.

ELLEN’S GLEN HOSPITAL SERVICE
A group from SEECAT continues
to meet for worship on the first
Sunday of every month in the
dining room on Thistle ward. The
dates for the next three months
are 2nd December, 6th January
and 3rd February (communion as
well). Everyone is welcome to
attend this short service of
worship, both from the hospital
or the local churches. Please do
come along to support the
residents, as part of the wider
church community.
SCOTTISH
CHURCHES
DISABILITY
GROUP
The Scottish Churches Disability
Group is a charity promoting the
full inclusion of people with any
form of disability or impairment
in the worship and community
life of all Christian churches in
Scotland.
See their website
scdg.org.uk. They are keen to
establish links with churches
together groups and will keep us
in touch with their work through
their newsletters.

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . .


for our carol singing in
Sainsbury’s at Cameron Toll—
for numbers and for impact



for our services at Liberton
Hospital and Ellen’s Glen that
they would bring comfort to
the ill and frail



for the folk of Liberton
Northfield Church in a time of
uncertainty and change, that
they would know your peace
and your guidance.



for all the homes in our
community this Christmas—
may they be filled with love
and peace



for Christians who are
persecuted for their faith in
Pakistan, Egypt, and so many
countries of the world, giving
thanks for our freedoms
________________

THE VINE TRUST
We were able to donate £370 to
the Vine Trust following the
Justice & Peace Fundraising
Evening in September.

________________________________________________________________
This newsletter is also on our website. The next issue will be in February,
and suggestions are welcome—please contact any of the SEECAT
representatives in your church or speak to Ruth.
CROSSTALK is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.
The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church, Liberton Kirk, Liberton
Northfield , Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St.
John Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s. Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them.

