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J & P AWARENESS EVENING 

Our Justice & Peace Group have 
asked Melanie Kilburn, from 
Christians Against Poverty, to 
speak on the work of CAP locally. 
Everybody is welcome to come 
along to St. Catherine’s on 
Wednesday 22nd May at 7pm to 
hear about their work and the 
need for it in our communities. 
CAP is a non-profit organisation 
dedicated to assisting anyone 
with financial problems, debt or 
in poverty, offering a free        
personal debt-counselling       
service. 

(See page 3 for a report on the 
last Awareness Evening.) 

ANNUAL HEALING SERVICE                             
Join us at the Balmwell in the 
grounds of the Toby Carvery, 
Howden Hall Road, at 3 o’clock on 

Saturday 8th June, and do bring 
along anyone who might benefit.  
If you require a lift, please ask.  
The Balmwell is an ancient site of 
pilgrimage and healing and as 
part of the service prayers for 
healing will be offered to all who 
wish to take part. 

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity” 
(Kate and Norma report on the April Retreat) 

On 5th April, 12 of us from 6 churches set off for Whatton Lodge in  
Gullane for a weekend Retreat—for some it was their third visit.       We 
set out to deepen our relationship with God and each other by looking 
at prayer, in particular the Lord’s Prayer, reflecting on different            
approaches to prayer and sharing examples of answered prayer.  David 
Dixon came to share communion with us on Sunday— always a special 
experience.   It’s a privilege being involved in one of these retreats, 
worshipping together informally and drawing closer to one another 
and to God.   On top of this it’s great fun cooking, eating and loading 
the dishwasher together!     Want to join in?     See page 4. 



Andy Chittick (Young Life) writes on TOASTIE TUESDAY 

Two years ago, Liberton Northfield paired up with Young Life                    
International to launch a radical way of reaching out to the hundreds of 
teens from their community who walked past the church on the way to 
and from school, but who had never been in before. 

We wanted to create a warm, safe and inviting place. We wanted teens to 
feel loved, accepted and valued. We wanted their first experience inside a 
church to be so positive that they'd want to come back- again and again. 
We longed for a new generation of teens to feel like Liberton Northfield 
Parish Church could be their new spiritual home. 

We launched Toastie Tuesday as a way 
of reaching their hearts, through their 
tummies! Steadily, we began to serve a 
steady stream of boys (practical hunger 
need) and then girls (more socially 
minded, so came in groups). Two years, 
and nearly 15,000 toasties later, we 
have a regular group of around 150 
guests a week from which we've taken 
teens to gospel clubs, camps and   
Stage ‘n’ Slam summer mission. 

Praise God, along with us, for such a dedicated and loving team of      
servers. Please pray with us that we see more teens in the Kingdom, and 
more kids worshipping with us as a result of our hard work. 

CAMERON TOLL CHAPLAINCY  

                            Sadly, Jimmy Riddell, the Cameron Toll Centre Manager 
    for the last ten years, died at the Marie Curie Hospice on 
    22nd  April.   After serving in the Royal Navy, he joined 
    Cameron Toll in 1987 as security officer, became deputy 
    centre manager in 1999 and manager in 2009.   He was 
always supportive of the Chaplaincy and was much loved by all. 

Cameron Toll is doing well—only one empty retail unit at the moment, a 
thriving Gym, a new Argos in Sainsbury’s, and better “footfall” than 
other centres, which is good for jobs and business.     The Chaplains are 
known and well received, and considering a possible “listening post”, 
which will require volunteers.     The next meeting of the Chaplaincy  
Support Group and prayer meeting is on Friday 7th June at 11am in 
Sainsbury’s café—all are welcome to come along. 



JUSTICE & PEACE  

Our first event of the year at the 
Hub in Ravenscroft Street was a 
focus on Saving our Planet.   A 
volunteer from the very first zero 
waste shop in Edinburgh called 
the Eco Larder gave an interesting 
presentation and we were all 
challenged to cut down packaging 
waste.  Have you got used to    
taking your own bags when you 
shop?   The next step is taking 
your own containers. We also 
learned about all the other          
re-cycling and beach clean ups 
etc. which they undertake.    

We also saw the press release 
from MacRebur Ltd, a new      
company in Lockerbie who collect 
waste plastic which would other-
wise go to landfill at a cost to     
local councils.    We could see and 
feel one of their “bricks” made 
from this plastic.   Their product 
has successfully reduced the 
amount of fossil fuel used in road 
construction, and MacRebur 
roads are currently being laid 
across the world. 

Thanks to Beth Ferrier for setting 
up this thought-provoking event. 
 

Edinburgh Churches Together 

To find out about the ecumenical 
church grouping for Edinburgh, 
have a look at their website, 
www.edinburghchurchestogether.
org.uk. This also has their regular  
newsletters available to be  
downloaded.  

HOLY WEEK 2019 

From the worshipful and delicious 
Passover Meal (thank you Cammy 

and the Tron) to the moving     
Stations of the Cross Service at St. 
Gregory’s, from the prayer walk 
and the Morrisons service to 
Gracemount High School, this was 
a great week of togetherness in 
worship and witness.   It was a 
privilege and a delight to be part 
of it.    

Thanks to our afternoon guest 
preacher, Revd. Annie Naish, and 
to people from all the churches of 
all ages who took part and who 
organised everything from sound 
systems to music, from projection 
to cups of tea and hot cross buns, 
and all sorts of other things too! 

When do we next get together as 
churches?  Saturday 8th June, the 
day before Pentecost, for our 
Healing Service (see page 1). 



________________________________________________________________ 

This newsletter is also on our website.   The next issue will be in August—
contributions should be in by the end of July.   Contact any of the SEECAT                      

representatives  in your church or speak to Ruth.  

CROSSTALK  is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk 
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.                                                                                        

The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church,  Liberton Kirk, Liberton                  
Northfield, Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St. John 

Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s.   Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them. 

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . . 

 for our Healing Service on 
8th June at the Balmwell—
for awareness, for            
willingness to bring people, 
for a real healing presence. 

 for all the Christian events 
for children and young     
people taking place this 
summer, that they would  
attract good numbers and 
that the gospel would be 
heard and would bear fruit. 

 for our Chaplains at        
Cameron Toll, Graham and      
Denise, as they continue to 
make themselves available, 
and as they consider the 
need for a listening post for 
staff and customers. 

 for those struggling with 
poverty in our communities, 
that they would know  
themselves to be loved and 
find support around them.  

 for all SEECAT churches, 
leaders and people, that 
they live out the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in their daily 
lives and seek your kingdom. 

LENT STUDIES 

Bacon rolls were a late addition to 
the activities of the Saturday 

morning group meeting at St. 
Catherine’s (and very good they 
were too).   This was one of four 
groups meeting to look at five    
different aspects of “The Mystery 
of God” - it was quite sad to come 
to the end! 

AUTUMN RETREAT 

If you’ve read the report of the 
April Retreat on page 1 and would 
like to be part of the next one, 
then it’s time to act!   Whatton 
Lodge at Gullane has been booked 
for 4th-6th October 2019 and 
names are now being taken for 
anyone who would like to come 
along.  Contact Kate Jackson 
(katejackson1252@gmail.com) for 
more information or to book. 


