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BETHANY’S HELPING HAND IN
MOREDUN
The last SEECAT meeting heard
of initiatives in the Moredun
area with Bethany Christian Trust
to create a sense of community.
Suggestions from local people
have been tried out. Ongoing
projects include card-making,
where profits can help with
funds for equipment etc. There
is a Buddy Club in Craigour
School, the Community Choir at
Tron Kirk, and a Homework Club
for children needing help with
English. An office hub for this
work is being set up at St.
Barnabas Church. Contact David
Dixon 01875 812985 for more
information, or to offer help.
Cammy Mackenzie reports a new
group meeting on Thursday
afternoons called “Bridges to
Freedom”.
A young man who
has himself come through
Bethany’s recovery services now
works with them and runs this
group, as well as doing other
community work in Moredun
and elsewhere.

LIBERTON NORTHFIELD AT 150!
Sunday 16th June was a very
special day for Liberton Northfield Church, when they marked
the 150th anniversary of their
church’s foundation with a
service with the Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland, Right Rev. Colin
Sinclair.
The service was
followed by lunch.

You can see two familiar faces to
SEECAT in this picture of the Kirk
Session with the Moderator—
Irene and Norma are 3rd and 6th
from the left.
The anniversary has been marked
in several different ways, and we
hope that the folk at Liberton
Northfield will enjoy the rest of
the year (and that they will soon
have a new minister!)

CAMERON TOLL CHAPLAINCY

AUTUMN RETREAT

The new Centre
Manager has been
confirmed as Claire
Jefcote, and our
Chaplains are looking
forward to working with her.

Forgiveness is the topic for the
weekend of 4th-6th October at
Whatton Lodge, Gullane. There
are still spaces available, and a
£20 deposit will be required by
the end of August. For more
information, or to book a place,
please contact Kate Jackson
(katejackson1252@gmail.com)

It’s good to see Cameron Toll Centre
thriving! The only empty unit at
the moment (formerly Thorntons)
will soon re-open as a shoe retail
unit.
The next open Business and Prayer
meeting will be on Friday 6th
September at 11am in Sainbury’s
Café. Do please join it if you can.
JUSTICE & PEACE
Anne Carruthers has
been an important part
of the Justice & Peace
Group since it first
started. Sadly, because
of family commitments,
she has had to give up
her involvement. We
will miss her enthusiasm and her
dedication to the cause of justice
and peace.

MESSY WEEKEND
On Saturday 14th September an
event particularly for families,
organised by some of the local
churches, this year at Moredun
on the land beside Goodtrees
Centre from 3 o’clock. Crafts till
4pm, worship till 4.30, BBQ till
around 5.30 and then hopefully a
talent show in the Sports Hall.
“Those Scottish Campers” band
will be coming along.
On the Sunday evening there will
be a joint service at 7pm in Tron
Kirk Moredun.
Look out too for events at
individual churches on Friday
13th September.

GOOD FRIDAY AFTERNOON OFFERING
The offering at the service at Gracemount High School on Good Friday
afternoon amounted to £731.50. At the last SEECAT meeting it was
agreed that we should round this up to £800 from SEECAT funds and
divide it equally between the Disasters Emergency Committee for the
cyclone relief work in Mozambique, and the Salvation Army Edinburgh
Street Project. Their drop-in service in Niddry Street just off the Royal
Mile is open daily from 9am to 2pm, providing a safe refuge for the
street homeless, with breakfast and lunch provided and access to
laundry and shower facilities.

CHRISTIANS AGAINST
POVERTY . . . . .
. . . offer personal debt
counselling.
Melanie
Kilburn, a volunteer and training
to become a debt counsellor, was
an inspirational speaker at a
Justice & Peace evening in May.
She outlined how CAP, in
partnership with local churches, is
changing the lives of thousands—
lives being devastated by debt.
Living on a low income the
smallest of unexpected expenses
can push people into free fall.
CAP do not pay debts but offer
personal advice and support to
enable people to take control of
their own finances. Melanie used
real life case studies to show this.
Melanie’s talk came in the week
in which the Human Rights Watch
accused the British Government
of breaching its human rights
obligation by failing to ensure
people have enough food and
standing aside to rely on charities
to pick up the pieces of its cruel
and harmful policies.
Debt counselling is highly regulated and an almost impossible
task for churches on their own.
Hopefully SEECAT’s next step
would be to offer a CAP money
course— a free short course that
makes managing money simpler
by offering people, inside and
outside our churches, basic
budgeting and money management skills. WATCH THIS SPACE!

WILL IT BE THE END?
The latest date given for the
closure of Liberton Hospital is
30th November. There are now
only 3 wards out of 10 open and
only 40 patients.
SEECAT has run a monthly service
there since May 2006 at the
request of the Chaplaincy Service
at the R.I.E. We’ve only missed

one month, when we were asked
not to go by the hospital because
of a widespread virus.
The
service has always been well
received, although attendance
has varied from 1 patient to an
entire hall full one Christmas!
Many thanks to all the SEECAT
volunteers who have led the
services, collected and returned
patients, played keyboard or
guitar, or swelled the numbers
and helped the singing.
HUMANITY AND EQUALITY IN
GOD’S CREATION
This is the theme for the World
Council of Churches week of
prayer for just peace for all in
Palestine and Israel from 15th to
22nd September. They ask us all
to join in prayer that week.

ANNUAL HEALING SERVICE

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . .

It would have
been good to
have the Healing
Service on 8th
June beside the
Balm Well itself
(seen here with
the sun shining!),
but the weather was against us.



for our A.G.M. on 8th
September, that it would be
constructive and forwardthinking and that we would
seek always to reach out to
those around us



for the folk of Liberton
Northfield seeking a new
church leader, that the right
person may come forward



for work place chaplains,
especially ours at Cameron
Toll as they get to know the
new manager there



A number stayed for refreshments
in the Toby. We were grateful for
their kindness in making space for
us on a busy Saturday.

for health and strength for
all our church leaders and
wisdom for all of us to know
how to support them



BASICS BANK AT TRON KIRK (see
Crosstalk August 2018)

for all those in need in our
communities

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Basics Bank is open on Friday
mornings and sees 9-13 families
most weeks. Tron would welcome
more volunteers (from 9.30am to
1pm weekly or fortnightly).
Contact Cammy MacKenzie 07838
912361 or 664 7538.

The SEECAT AGM, when our
year’s activities are reviewed
and our programme for the
coming year agreed, is on
Sunday 8 September, 2.30pm at
Liberton Kirk Centre, Kirkgate.
Everybody welcome!

We were very fortunate that the
manager of the Toby Carvery
cleared a large area at the back of
their restaurant for us, which
proved just big enough. It was a
very worshipful time, and many
people came forward for prayer.

________________________________________________________________
This newsletter is also on our website. The next issue will be in November—
contributions should be in by the end of October. Contact any of the SEECAT
representatives in your church or speak to Ruth.
CROSSTALK is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.
The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church, Liberton Kirk, Liberton
Northfield, Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St. John
Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s. Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them.

