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CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

In the busy run-up to Christmas, 
with a General Election thrown 
in, what a good idea to take time 
out from the rush to savour what 
Christmas means.   Just for this 
purpose, on Saturday 30th                        
November there is a Quiet    
Morning at Liberton Northfield 
from 10.15am to about 1.15pm 
(bring a packed lunch—drinks 
provided).   The theme will be 
“Angels”, which is intriguing, and 
it will be led by Janet, our new 
SEECAT Chair (see right).    A 
good chance to get to know her! 

Just before Christmas we have 
Carol Singing at Morrisons on 
Saturday 21st December, from 
12 noon to 1pm.   Please come 
along and swell the numbers. 

The following day, Sunday 22nd 
December, there will be a Carol 
Service at 2.30pm at Liberton 
Hospital (yes, it’s still open!).   
Extra worshippers are always 
welcome, especially to help with 
the singing. 

NEW SEECAT CHAIR  

At the SEECAT 
AGM on 8th    
September Janet 
McKenzie was 
elected Chair of 
SEECAT for the 
first of (hopefully) 
three years.  Janet 

is an Ordained  Local Minister and 
delighted to have been called to 
Tron Kirk and ordained there in  
November 2016.   She had done 
part of her training there for the 
Readership prior to 2011 and made 
many friends. 
 

Janet’s focus at Tron is on projects 
for the community—the Food 
Bank, the drop-in at the Goodtrees 
Centre, and the Community Lunch. 
She leads the Monday evening     
Bible Study, and is part of the   
Community Choir.    She also helps 
with the SEECAT service at Ellen’s 
Glen, leading communion several 
times a year. 
 

We look forward to getting to know 
her and wish her well in her new 
post.  

A very happy Christmas to all Crosstalk readers, as 
we welcome Jesus, the Light of the World. 



RETREATS PAST AND FUTURE 

The SEECAT  Retreat to Whatton 
Lodge, Gullane, in early October 
was thoroughly enjoyed by the 16 
participants (13 residents, 3 day 
visitors).   The challenging theme 
was “forgiveness”.   George writes: 

“This year we were doubly blessed 
by David Dixon having Communion 
on Saturday and Sunday, a truly 

uplifting experience which brings 
the Churches together in a very 
special way.   The social side was 
not forgotten with Scrabble,    
Dominos, films and other activities 
taking place.      
 

Thanks to Alice Anderson and Kate 
Jackson for leading the sessions 
and to David and Margaret Dixon 
for all their hard work.” 
  

Dates in 2020 are 27-29 March (for 
18-20 people) and 16-18 October 
(12-14 people).   The cost is £60 
and reservations should be made 
with David Dixon (01875 812985) 
or Kate Jackson (664 2366), who 
can give further information if            
needed.     It would be good to see 
new faces—if you haven’t been 
before, think about it!! 

CAMERON TOLL CHAPLAINCY 

With Hayes Travel 
arriving to replace 
Thomas Cook all 
the permanent    
retail units are now 

occupied at Cameron Toll for the 
first time in the 5 years Graham 
has been chaplain.   It’s good to 
see the Centre thriving, and good 
to know too that the nativity 
scene will be part of the            
Christmas set-up. 

The next Chaplaincy Support 
Group and Prayer Meeting is set 
for Friday 29th November, 11am 
in the  Sainsbury's Cafe.    All    
welcome! 

GENEROSITY TO THE NEEDY 
 

The key Bible verse for the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity from 
18th-25th January 2020 is from 
Acts 28: “They showed us unusual 
kindness”.   It challenges us all to 
be generous and kind to the 
needy in our communities.   A 
prayer card will be available in 
churches in January and our two 
services are on Monday 20th, 
2pm at St. Barnabas’, and on 
Thursday 23rd January, 7pm at 
The Hub, Ravenscroft Street,     
followed by refreshments.    
 

Come to the services if you can, 
but we can all follow the prayer 
card during the week.  Christian 
Unity becomes ever more vital in  
a country full of divisions, where 
the Gospel of Jesus is much 
needed. 



FROM DAVID DIXON: 

My 3-year term of 
office as Chair of 
SEECAT came to an 
end at the AGM.   I 
am particularly 
pleased that the 
Healing Service at 
the Balm Well is 
now established 

and that the Retreat has grown—
there was a demand for a second 
one this year.   

Sadly approaches made to  
Ferniehill Evangelical Church and 
the Church of Christ at Hyvots to 
join SEECAT have not been        
successful, and I hope and pray 
that others may have more      
success in drawing all the local 
churches into SEECAT.   What is 
very evident to me is that when 
churches work together within or 
across denominations God really 
blesses that work.   We have seen 
this over the years when the four 
churches in Moredun work        
together to provide a summer 
holiday club for primary school 
children. The number of secon-
dary school children returning as 
helpers prompts the thought that 
it would be wonderful if SEECAT 
could provide something for that 
age group.  

May I take this opportunity to 
thank the SEECAT office-bearers 
and committee for all the work 
they have done over the past 3 
years and wish Janet every     
blessing for the future. 

EASTER PLAY IN PRINCES STREET 
GARDENS, 11 APRIL 2020 

Cast and crew are wanted, over 
16, rehearsals on Wednesday   
evenings in Gorgie. If you might  
like involvement contact Suzanne,                                   
cuttingedge21@btinternet.com. 

JUSTICE & PEACE AGM 

SEECAT’s Justice & Peace Group 
has its AGM on Wednesday 13th       
November, 7pm at St. Barnabas.   
All are welcome to come along 
and plan for the next year, and 
write cards for Prisoners of     
Conscience. Plans for discussion 
include support  for the homeless 
and for those in debt,  and raising 
of awareness of environmental  
issues. 
 

GRACEMOUNT‘S NATIVITY LAND 
 

Last year the garden at Liberton 
Kirk Centre featured Nativity Land  
pre-Christmas, and this year it will 

be on the Gracemount Church 
land on Gracemount Drive on 
Monday 16th December.   Open 
from 10am-12noon, 1-3pm and   
5-8pm.   Groups from schools etc. 
need to book, but families and  
individuals can drop in—it’s good 
in the dark!  There’s hot chocolate 
and a cinema story tent too. 



________________________________________________________________ 

This newsletter is also on our website.   The next issue will be in February—
contributions should be in by the end of January.   Contact any of the SEECAT                      

representatives  in your church or speak to Ruth.  

CROSSTALK  is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk 
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.                                                                                        

The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church,  Liberton Kirk, Liberton                  
Northfield, Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St. John 

Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s.   Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them. 

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . . 

 for our witness to busy pre-
Christmas shoppers in our 
carol singing at Morrisons.  
May they feel something of 
the joy and peace that Jesus 
brings. 

 for all those in need in our 
communities—may our love,  
kindness and generosity 
reach out to them. 

 for Denise and Graham, our 
chaplains at Cameron Toll, 
for strength as they give of 
themselves to others.   Give 
thanks that God has brought 
them both through difficult 
personal circumstances this 
summer. 

 for those churches in our 
group who lack a leader or 
premises or funds or people, 
that they would be full of 
hope and God’s inspiration. 

 

NEXT SEECAT MEETING 

Sunday 17th November, 2.30pm 
at St. Gregory’s, Walter Scott 
Avenue.   If you want to know 
what’s going on, come and see! 

NATIVITY CAROL CONCERT 

This will take place this year as 
part of Edinburgh’s Christmas on 
Sunday 1st December, 3pm at 
Mound Place.  There will be choirs 
and the Salvation Army Brass 
Band.   The Nativity Scene will be 
blessed by Archbishop Leo      
Cushley.   Other church leaders,  
the Lord Provost and the City   
Centre Work Place Chaplain, will 
also take part.      

TEAR FUND CAROL CONCERT  

The New Scottish Hymns Band is 
coming to Liberton Kirk on Friday 
20th December as part of its 
Christmas tour.  The Concert is at 7 
for 7.30pm, and tickets can be 
bought on line from Tearfund or 
can be obtained at £6 from 
Alastair Cameron, Liberton Kirk,   
alastairfree@gmail.com 


