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BE PART OF SEECAT’S HOLY
WEEK!

Tickets will be out soon for the
Passover Meal on Monday 6th
April at Liberton Kirk Centre—
you need one—and then come
along to St. John Vianney’s for
the Stations of the Cross on
Wednesday 8th at 7.30. On Good
Friday join the Prayer Walk from
the churches if you can, join the
Open-air
Service
outside
Morrisons at 11am or the Service
in Gracemount High at 3pm.
There’s a lot going on, and it’s
good! To be part of it all is really
special—don’t miss out!

24th FEBRUARY to 8th
MARCH is FAIR TRADE
FORTNIGHT
How do we make the
case for buying goods
that are often more expensive in a
society where we are hot-wired to
look for bargains?
Perhaps the
best way is to let the producers at
the centre of this exercise in trade
justice explain why they want us to
buy FT. Rosemary is a supervisor at
Panda Flowers, a FT certified farm
in Kenya. "Fairtrade has changed
things a lot," says Rosemary, who
is one of around 450 women in the
900-strong workforce. "Women
and men now have the same rights.
There are regular working hours,
fixed leave days and significantly
improved safety regulations."
Catholic Relief Services tell us
“Conventional trade often works to
systematically pull wealth up the
supply chain to the companies who
sell imported items. Fair Trade,
however, deliberately shifts more
of the end value of products to the
communities where they were
created.”
Will you stand up for justice for the
producers by starting to buy fair
trade goods this February?

CLAVERHOUSE CONVERSATIONS
Next in this series at Liberton
Northfield is on Saturday 7th
March, 9am for breakfast and
9.30am for conversation between
John Sturrock and Elaine Duncan.
Elaine is the Chief Executive of the
Scottish Bible Society and will talk
about her own career and the
Society’s work. In particular, she
will tell us about their 2020 Bible
vision. "Although birthed here in
Scotland, we have a vision of a
world-wide community working
together to cover the continents,
towns, villages, countryside and
streets in the words of the
Bible." Information at: https://
scottishbiblesociety.org/2018/06/
introducing-bible-2020
RSVP to fionasturrock@gmail.com
if you'd like to come along (for
catering purposes).
All are
welcome to come to breakfast
and/or conversation.
CAMERON

TOLL CHAPLAINCY
Cameron Toll is
doing well, with all
permanent units
let, including the
newest,
Hays
Travel.
Denise
and Graham held a Chaplaincy
Listening Post on 31st January as a
trial for a more regular event.
The Support Group (from SEECAT
and
Newington
Churches
Together) is working out their
future constitution and role—
more news (hopefully) next time.

ALPHA COURSES are run at several
of our churches and they can
change people’s lives!
Eileen
Lewis from St. John Vianney’s
writes:
ALPHA AND ME!
I had faith but I
struggled to feel the
one-to-one, personal
love of God. I knew
that we are called to
forgive but a bad
experience prevented it in me,
even when reminded in the Lord’s
Prayer.
Then someone said,
”We’re doing Alpha, you could
come”, and I said yes.
The Alpha sessions felt comfortable but as we talked each week
the feeling got stronger in me that
I had to forgive or I was just a
fraud. It upset me so much one
evening that I spoke to someone
who offered to pray with me.
She put her hand on mine and
said, ”Dear God, we know you are
here with us” and I thought “Yes”.
Immediately, I felt a power flowing
through me and at the same time,
I stopped crying and shaking. She
prayed that I would be given the
grace of forgiveness and I felt a
weight just slip away. I felt peace
and calm. I did forgive and I felt
free. I was amazed.
The connection between forgiveness in me and being open to a
personal relationship with God is
so obvious now! I do feel the
personal love of God and I’m
trying to say “yes” more often.

JUSTICE & PEACE 2020 THEMES
How can we help the Earth?
See back page for an exciting
event coming up and be sure to
come!
How can we respond to poverty
among
local
people?
With a focus on avoiding or
managing debt, a list of what is
happening locally is being
collated from our churches and
other organisations. This will be
made available to churches so
that we all know what help is
there and which groups need
support. Then SEECAT J & P will
consider our next step.
A PROUD DAD
John McPake, formerly Minister
at Liberton Northfield, “preached
in” his daughter Louise Purden at
Bonnyrigg Parish Church on 26th
January.
Louise was ordained
and inducted as Minister at
Bonnyrigg on 23rd January.
CAROLS AT CHRISTMAS

LENT STUDIES 2020 “DARING TO
SEE GOD NOW”
From week commencing 2nd
March for five weeks there is a
chance to join with people from
the other SEECAT churches in the
above studies. This year there
will be four groups: on Monday
evening in Longformacus Road,
Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes in St. Barnabas’ Church and
Tron Kirk Moredun, and Saturday
morning in St. Catherine’s Church
House.
There will be a small
charge for the course booklet.
This is a good opportunity to get
to know a few people from the
other churches better. Sign-up
sheets are in churches now—
please sign up by 23rd February.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
Our local service on
Friday 6th March is at
St.
Gregory’s
at
10.30am (not 2pm).
This year the subject is
“Rise! Take up your mat and
walk”, with material prepared by
Christian women in Zimbabwe.
INFORMED PRAYER NEEDED

This was us ready to start, and
hoping for more to arrive, which
they did. About 15 of us sang
ourselves hoarse in Morrisons,
handed out 200 leaflets with
Christmas service details, and let
people in to collect their Amazon
orders as needed!

The ongoing tense situation in
Israel/Palestine is being stirred
by the “peace deal” being
brokered by the U.S. If that land
is to know peace, there has to be
justice for all its inhabitants. We
may feel helpless, but we can find
out what is happening, and we
can pray. For more information
contact Mike Mineter, 662 4852.

“A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO
CLIMATE CHANGE”
Wednesday 29th April
7pm at St. Catherine’s Church Hall
Rev. David Coleman
URC Minister and Environmental
Chaplain to Eco-Congregation
Scotland.
(Also update on what our
churches are doing)
BOOK THE DATE NOW!
WE’RE ALL IN THE SAME BOAT!
That’s what we were all reminded
by Pamela Kennedy, a student for
Ministry attached to Tron Kirk until

the spring, in her inspiring talk at
the Hub on 23rd January. The
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
focussed on Paul’s shipwreck in
Acts 27 and 28 and the unusual
kindness of the people of Malta,
something we are all called to
show in our lives, with the help of
our fellow Christians.

PRAYERS NEEDED . . . . .


for continued growing and
working together of the
Christian churches, both in
this area and the wider
world



for our witness at Easter as
we walk through our
communities and worship
outside Morrisons and at
Gracemount High School.
May we reach many hearts



for guidance for Workplace
Chaplaincy Scotland (who
look after our Cameron Toll
Chaplains) as they seek to
continue their work with
much reduced funding



for good support for Fair
Trade Fortnight, and for
continued support for fair
trade goods after 8th March



for peace in the Holy Land
and for justice for all the
peoples living there



for personal spiritual growth
through Lent from prayer,
Bible study, Alpha and
discussion
groups.
Come, Holy Spirit!

________________________________________________________________
This newsletter is also on our website. The next issue will be in May—
contributions should be in by the end of April. Contact any of the SEECAT
representatives in your church or speak to Ruth.
CROSSTALK is the Newsletter of SEECAT and is published by Ruth Davies, Liberton Kirk
Centre, 28 Kirkgate, Edinburgh EH16 6RY.
The churches in SEECAT are Gracemount Church, Liberton Kirk, Liberton
Northfield, Tron Kirk (Gilmerton and Moredun), St. Barnabas’, St. Catherine’s, St. John
Vianney’s and St. Gregory’s. Our website, www.seecat.org, has links to them.

